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upon his work It may be affirmed that he
never ceased for an instant frankly and straight-
forwardly to pursue his policy: namely, res-
toration of the finances, war upon abuses, de-
struction of privileges, emancipation of labor,
trade, and manufactures, which were crushed
by restrictions and monopolies. Thus, fifteen
years before the Revolution of 1789, Turgot
sought to carry out without violence all the
reforms in the civil and economic order that
had afterward to be conquered at such a cost
of blood and tears.

Those who defended abuses in order to live
by them found Turgot implacable, whenever
he judged such persons intelligent enough to
be accountable for their deeds; but to the igno-
rant he was indulgent, although he vigorously
repressed the disorders to which the ignorant
might be led. Moreover, he dealt prudently
with vested interests, never failing to offer
equitable compensation for the offices he sup-
pressed. His arrival at the control of the
finances had struck the farmers-general with
consternation. " It is said that the financiers
are panic-stricken," wrote Abb6 Baudeau;
"they need not be; M. Turgot is not the man
incontinently to cancel the revenue-leases and
the other financial arrangements."
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